
Chat like a champ! 
Conversation starters, resumers, and enders 
 
Make a copy and add your own phrases, translations and notes. Check if you’ve used it or if 
you’re planning to use it. 
 
 
 
 
The weather 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Lovely weather today isn’t it?   

The rain is terrible isn’t it?   

   

   

   

 
How to answer these weather questions. When talking about the weather with a British person 
always agree! You’ll seem much more friendly. If you disagree the conversation will end there. 
 
A: Lovely weather, isn’t it? 
B: Oh yes, it’s so nice today, just like my home country 
A: Oh where are you from? 
 
Or 
A: This weather is terrible, isn’t it? 
B: I know, I really don’t like the rain. Such a pain to get the clothes dry. 
A: That’s so true. Everything feels damp for days. 
B: So, do you live near here? 
 
Indirect questions 
If you’re starting a conversation, an indirect question is much more polite than a direct question. 
So don’t say  ‘Where’s a good restaurant?’. Say: ‘Do you know if there is a good restaurant near 
here?’ 
 
Indirect questions starters 
Do you know... 
Can you tell me... 
Could you tell me… 
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Could I ask you about…. 
I don’t suppose you know… 
I wanted to ask you ... 
 
If you want to know more check this link for more on how to make indirect questions. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode46/languagepoint.shtml 
 
 
 
 
Public transport 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Do you know if there’s a bus 
stop around here? 

  

Do you know if there’s a 
direct bus to the station? 

  

Do the trains from here go to 
XX? 

  

What’s the easiest way to get 
to XX? 

  

   

   

 
 
 
Ask for information 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Sorry, do you know when the 
school fair starts? 

  

Do you know if we need to 
bring lunch to the sports day? 

  

What’s the biggest 
supermarket near here? 
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Do you know where to buy 
name labels? 

  

Are children allowed to ride 
their bikes to school here? 

  

What’s the best restaurant 
round here for kids? 

  

Is there a football club for 
children near here? 

  

Do you know any piano 
teachers locally? 

  

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
How to answer these questions politely if you don’t know 
Sorry, I have no idea, I just moved here. 
Sorry I don’t know, I want to know the same thing myself! 
I’m sorry, I don’t know, I’ve never used it/tried it/ 
I don’t know, I can’t get my kids interested in football/piano! 
 
 
Ask about events 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Are you going to the Mums 
group on Tuesday? 

  

What’s the carnival like?   

Have you been to story time 
at the library? What 
happens? 
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Ask for help/ give help 
 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Could you help me lift this?   

Could you help me for a 
second?  

  

Could you grab the stroller, I 
think it’s going to tip up! 

  

Could you watch my bag for a 
moment? 

  

Can I help you?   

Are you alright there?   

Can I give you a hand?   

   

   

   

 
Compliments 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

I like your stroller, is it a 
Bugaboo? 

  

I need a good strong cover 
for my phone, like yours, is it 
any good? 

  

I love your earrings! Where 
are they from? 
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Resuming the conversation 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Sorry, I was asking you about 
the trains…? 

  

Sorry, where were we?   

Sorry I’ve completely 
forgotten what we were 
talking about…? 

  

Going back to what you/I just 
said…. 

  

   

   

   

 
Ending the conversation 

Phrase Translation/ Note Will use? Used? 

Oh, looks like it’s time to go   

I think we better go now   

I think it’s nap time.  
It looks like nap time. 
It looks like someone needs a 
nap 

  

Oh no, I completely forgot 
about karate club, I have to 
go and pick my son up! 
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What’s the time? We have a 
doctor’s appointment at 5.30 

  

Got to fly, nice talking to you!   

(It was) Lovely to talk to you. 
It was great to chat with you.  

  

See you tomorrow/ see you 
again 

  

   

   

   

 
If you say: ‘It was nice to meet you’ this sounds like you won’t see them again. 
 
 
Keeping in touch 
For British people, the first time you meet is usually too soon to exchange contact details or 
arrange play dates, but after a couple of chats they’re usually warmer and very open to meeting. 
 

Phrase Translation/note Will use? Used? 

Do you use 
Facebook/LINE/What’s app? 

  

Shall we keep in touch?   

Let’s arrange a play date 
sometime! 

  

I’ll message you about sports 
day 
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